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Our Progress in 2025

(CRE DI’&

4
()

[o) ~ R ) L AR : !
2. <, A 9 ; AR ; ol s
o4 CI) et A ; ! — P \
0,7 ND TRV ' : : : — Ri——" I .
/7.4”2;%0“3“ s - — R : : -‘—_P_ﬁwﬁi?\%: ;:}
. : P, “LAS.ANIMAS

ol fmocmngmm rn_eII Bird PRESERVE NETWORK =

" 60,669 ACRES

Invasive trees
and shrubs
REMOVED |-

Fighting for the Prairie

2025 has been a year of great strides at the Southern Plains Land Trust (SPLT), but
also great challenges. \We have continued gaining ground for prairie wildlife, adding
355 new acres to our land base and expanding Heartland Ranch Nature Preserve

to finally eclipse the 43,000-acre mark. In the past year, our Conservation Director 20 MILES

of exterior

Kieran Andreoni has built a successful and growing science and monitoring program, - HERP & : . fence replaced
initiating research studies focused on rare plants, bats, pollinators, and tarantulas. SPLT s B % éaﬁglneplggse ' E

is also partnering with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Smithsonian Institution, and = *;  discovered

Colorado Parks and Wildlife to conduct a first-of-its-kind tracking study of the critically .
endangered black-footed ferret to help improve their conservation prospects at ferret & Cottonwoods

reintroduction sites across the Great Plains. PLANTED ES?ETEE“EZ&XE

along Rule Crgek ) ] and Amphipbian

surveys conducted

Nevertheless, SPLT’s mission, and land and wildlife conservation in general, are currently
under systemic and sustained attack in the United States. Federal cuts and spending
freezes have hamstrung federal partners, erased funding opportunities, and stymied

collaborations. Private lenders and funders have substantially scaled back their loan

and grant programs. And projected changes to the Colorado Conservation Easement 2 NEW

Tax Credit program and the potential loss of the tax credit in 2026 are threatening to properties added : :

substantially slow down our pace of land protection moving forward into the future. / ——I\D/ernal D\QZRW/‘
y 55 EROSION

We need your help. We need increased donations to sustain our pace of land o ; RV ENTION sgaregation

acquisition, we need more volunteers to continue expanding our restoration efforts,
and we need a grassroots movement on the part of our supporters to bring SPLT’s
message of prairie rewilding and hope for the future to your friends, families, and
colleagues. With public lands facing their greatest threat in generations, the importance
of private, perpetually conserved land has never been greater.

We could not achieve our vision without the support of our donors, partners, and
dedicated volunteers like you - the heart of SPLT! Thank you so much for your time,
energy, passion, donations, and everything else you do to make our work possible.
With your continued support, we will keep fighting to protect the prairie and all of the
precious wildlife that depend on it.

Stronger together, W
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Henry Pollock, PhD.
Executive Director
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Milestones in Conservation . e a—

It started with a request from Kristen Palmer, erstwhile veterinarian and

current animal rescue hero. Kristen was looking for a permanent home

for her pet bison ‘Zoomie’, who was getting a little too big for comfort.
SPLT received Zoomie in January, and then slowly introduced her to
the rest of our Heartland herd. After a few initial mishaps and weeks of
Comprehensive wildlife surveys done coaxing, Zoomie was finally accepted by the herd and is now fully wild
and thriving among her fellow bison.

This year we have gained a ton of knowledge on what species are
actually present at the SPLT preserves. Knowing which animals live

where helps to define our conservation priorities and strategies.
SPLT"s first ever bat bio blitz showed that Heartland Ranch Nature
Preserve is home to three native bat species. Additionally, a months-
long reptile and amphibian survey conducted across alll SPLT

Community-centered Conservation in

reserves yielded 36 species, or nearly half of all herp species in the
P Y P Y PP Southeast Colorado

entire state of Colorado!

The newest SPLT preserve, Purgatoire River, is located near the town of
Las Animas, which provides the perfect opportunity for more community
engagement! So far, SPLT has hosted a Cornell Bird Workshop at the

preserve, and the Mile High Youth Corps has sent multiple crews out for

Start of the Pollinator Restoration Program the removal of invasive trees and shrubs. The new local chapter, Eastern

Plains Youth Corps, will use the Purgatoire River Preserve as their main

In collaboration with the world-renowned Xerces Society, and thanks hub for conservation trainings and volunteer work. We are thrilled to see

to support from the Sally Judith McLelland Wildlife Foundation, SPLT
will establish a Pollinator Restoration Program at the Purgatoire River

more local people get involved - SPLT even provided the keynote speech
at the Snow Goose Festival in Lamar this year!

Preserve. This program is focused on building a native plant nursery
to build a seed supply of host and nectar plants, and identification of
declining species of bumble bees and butterflies. With this addition,

every SPLT preserve will now host an active Pollinator Restoration

Heartland Ranch Nature Preserve keeps expanding 5

HISE ik Two new properties were added to SPLT’s land base this year; one

-

inholding and one property directly west of Heartland. These properties

now provide even more protected space for native prairie wildlife, and
bump up the total acreage of Heartland to 43,064.97 acres.




Working together for the Southern Plains SPLT Financials 2024

LEXI SCHAEFER, Former Board President WORLD WILDLIFE FUND*,

During her presidency she got chased by a bison, crawled on Conservation Partner ASSETS .

by tarantulas, spent entire nights spotlighting nocturnal prairie The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) launched I Cash&cCash Equivalents $529,544

animals, and saw the predator-prey interaction between a black- its Northern Great Plains program in 2002, I Promises to Give $50,816

fc;oted ferreft anﬁ_p;mnejogl from udp close.hPIenty O:; pralr;]e and this year, they expanded their scope to B Accounts Receivable $1,517,440

adventures tor t |s. ormidaple presi ent,'w O passed on the encompass ihe amifie Grasi Pleins, I . " s " $3.844

mantle of the president to Aubyn Royall in October 2025. Thank repayments and Deposits '

you so much for your years of steady leadership, Lexil SPLT is now WWF's first partner in the Investments $58,410
I Net Property and Equipment* $2,380,499

JAY TUTCHTON, Former Preserve Manager sroudria Flet i e cellslboriion
began with WWF funding a Bison Rapid

Assessment on Heartland Ranch. This
assessment evaluated the ecological health
of the property and estimated the number

ASSETS

With a heavy heart we announce the retirement of preserve
manager Jay. He has been the best advocate for SPLT for over two
decades, and has been such an essential part of our organization.

AUDITED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 12/31/2024

His heartfelt care for the wild horses, longhorns, donkeys, and bison fb . o Liabilities $364,228
(and in particular Nellie) is an inspiration to many! We will miss his 0“ blfsan ﬂrjtTt ccc;luld ?JStak')r,]a;),ly CO,fXISt L Net Assets
charisma and entertaining stories around a prairie campfire. all ot ieartiand's hative bIodiversity. Unrestricted $3,833,398
DON DAVIS. Volunt Looking ahead, WWF may support SPLT - Board-designated Restricted $175,653
, volunteer . .
] ' ) as a key partner in protecting our keystone Donor-restricted $167,274
It's always a joy to see Don’s happy face at our volunteer events! species across our preserves-including
Don and his wife, Donna, rarely miss the opportunity to come prairie dogs, black-footed ferrets, beavers, Total Net Assets $4,176,325

to the preserves and get their hands dirty. In his own words: “It's and bison. Total Liablities + Assets $4,540,553

an honor to live close and know the people who have created a
special and rare place that puts the wild prairie first.”

PARTNERS .
SCOTT JONAS, Donor Amphion s Reprie Corsesancy o sweomrawommenue v TRITREAREY tora
Since 2019, Scott has been a very generous donor to SPLT. His Bent County Historical Society, Bird g Contributions and Grants $1,074,182 $168,274 $1,242,456
. ., : : . =
passion for the prairie even got him to drive out to He'artland' Conservancy of the Rockies, Colorac.io . 3 Special Events $99,201 $99,201
preserve and release a black-footed ferret last year! His creative Open Lands, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, = | Gai $12.043 $12.043
giving strategies give SPLT a 'bang for their buck’: by donating Colorado State University, CSU Pueblo & nvestment Gain ' '
stocks at the right moment, and participating in CO Gives Day CSU Fort Collins, Defenders of Wildlife, Carbon and Tax Credit Sales $3,334,600 $3,334,600
power hours, his donations always end up being higher than Grasslands Colorado, Great Plains Other Income $25,439 $25,439
sual. Thank you for your steady support, Scott! ion N k, lllinois N |
ust youtoryou y supp Cpnserva'uon R Net Assets Released from Restrictions $33,634 $(33,634)
History Survey, Ogallala Commons, Reefs
, to Rockies, Rocky Mountain Wild, U.S. Fish Total Support & Revenue $4,529,363 $134,640 $4,664,003
and Wildlife Service, World Wildlife Fund,
STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS Xerces Society. Land Program $4,638,569 $4,638,569
Henry Pollock, Ph.D; Executive Director Aubyn Royall, President Animal Management $113,091 $113,091
Judith Westveer, Ph.D; Associate Director Sheree Seabury, Vice President FUNDERS Outreach Program $74,461 $74,461
Jay Tutchton, Esq; Preserve Manager Jaime Roth, Secretary Total Program Expenses $4,826,121 $4,826,121

Cornell Lab of Ornithology,

AUDITED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES & CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Kieran Andreoni, MSc; Conservation Donna Driscoll, Treasurer Cottonwood Foundation
Director . . . . -
Members: Martin Herz, Greg Litus, Melinda Gates Family Foundation, General Administrative $64,899 $64,899
Redenius, Lexi Schaefer, Robert Ukeiley Gre;t Outdolzl:ors Colorado, | Business Development $31,857 $31,857
Land Trust Alliance, Nationa .
Fish & Wildlife Foundation, Total Supporting Expenses $96,756 $96,756
Sally and Judith McLellan Total Expenses $4,922,877 $4,922,877
Wildlife Foundation, Wild Birds Changes in Net Assets ($49,205) $134,640 $85,435
Unlimited — Colorado Springs. Net Assets at Beginning of Year* $17,180,138 $32,634 $17,212,772
Net Assets at End of Year $4,009,051 $167,274 $4,176,325
* The views and conclusions contained in this docu-
ment are those of the authors and should not be in-
terpreted as representing the opinions of the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation or its funding sources. *In prior years, property values were displayed at appraised market value. From 2024 onward,
Mention of trade names or commercial products does property values will be displayed at fair market value after installment of a conservation easement.

not constitute their endorsement by the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation or its funding sources.



The Southern Plains once teemed with large
populations of this charismatic prairie grouse,

but now this imperiled species teeters on the

edge of extinction due to habitat loss and
overgrazing. Only 89 males were detected in
the entire state of Colorado in 2024, down
from 80,000 individuals in the 1980s.

To make matters even more dire, the Lesser
Prairie-Chicken is now under legislative

attack to remove its Endangered Species

Act protections. Harming or killing this
endangered species would no longer be
considered illegal if the Lesser Prairie-Chicken
is taken off the Endangered Species Act List.

24138 KVRINOT B

oport SPLT's Mission

Donate via PayPal Giving Fund (fee-free) with this

sanctuaries where Le_sser Prairie-Chickens and QR code or at southernplains.org/en/give-donate
other wildlife can thrive. Together, we can

Your donation will help us safeguard their
habitat, ensuring there remain protected

protect a disappearing world before it's too late.
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@ Southern Plains land Trust

P.O. BOX 1016, LAMAR, CO 81052

southernplains.org



